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MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, INTELLIGENCE FYA R

SUBJECT: Evidence Supporting USAF Proposal to sevise NIE 11-5-57

1. A special meeting of AFCIN-2, AFCIN-3 and AFCIN-4 anslysts was
held et ATIC on 13 and 1k September 1957 to consider the latest intelli-
gence on Soviet ballistic missile aetiviiies. The resulting document
"Alr Force Estimate of the Soviet Rellistic Missile Program" is largely
& technical analysis of pertinent Intelligence available to the USAF. A
meeting composed of certain members of the Guided Missile Working Group
was held on 17 September 1957 to consider the attached document » 1ts con-
clusions and its recommendations. Informal AFCIN coordination was asccom-
plished at that time.

2. The acquisition of new intelligence on the Soviet guided missile
progrem has permitted a one wzek's extension of GMIC and Board of National
Estimates action on this subject. A superficial inspection of the new
—_ - material does not result in a change in the conclusions previously reached.
= . Jkt 15 anticipated, however, that a considersble body of very significent
interligence will result from detailed analysis of the new materisl during

coming months.

3. In view of action teken Wy utker members of the GMIC to institute
a revision of NIE 11-5-57 it 1s believed desirable to forwara Vusse pre-

sently coordinated AFCIN findings at the earllest opportunity to the Air
Force member of the GMIC for action. The next GMIC meeting is scheduled

for 27 September 1957.
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORGE
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 3

MEMCRANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF ESTIMATES
SUBJECT: Proposed Revision of NIE 11-5-57

1. The attached document, "Air Force Estimate of Soviet Ballistic
Missile Program", is the collaborative r-ofk of analysts from AFCIN-2,
AFCIN-3 and AFCIN-L. It incorporates ‘the latest technical estimates of
AFCIN-4, The changes you recomméﬁgd, have been made. In addition, newly
received intelligence has been given a preliminary exemination and found
to reinforce, but not change, the ¢dnclusions previously reached.

aper and conclusions be forwarded to
the Air Force member of the GMIC for ¢ - The Air Force member should
disseminate among members of the ( C the Air Force findings and conclu-
sions as the basls for a proposed revision of NIE 11-5-57 prior to the
next GMIC meeting scheduled for 27 September 1957.

3. It is recommended Lt

L. AFCIN-2C mekes the reservation that the conclusions stated above
represent a most conservative estimate of Soviet capabilities. The AFCIN-2
representative has concurred in the findings in the interest of achieving
a long overdue revision to the NIE 11-5-57 on a basis most likely to meet
with community approval. The Air Force member of GMIC should not accept
any less forceful appraisal of Soviet capabilities on the basis of present

evidence.

1l Inel
Air Forece Estimate of Soviet
Ballistic Missile Programs
ARCIN-2C . .

Appyoved For Release 2003/08/19 : CIA-RDP79R00961A001000030007-7

“8.W. GRIF
Cnlonel, USAF

cM

i

25X1



